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SAN DIEGO
SanDiego is transforminghow it

handles violations of the city’s mu-
nicipal code — including sewage
leaks, abandoned properties, ex-
cessive noise, illegal garage conver-
sions and vehicle repair in residen-
tial areas.

The city two years ago comput-
erized its system for keeping track
of code violation complaints, which
isallowingworkerstospotpatterns,

trends and potential efficiencies in
how they handle a typical annual
caseloadof 5,000 complaints.

Officials also are preparing to al-
low code compliance complaints to
be reported on the city’s popular
Get it Done! tipster app, which
could significantly increase the
number of complaints by making
reportingmore convenient.

But no changes are planned to
how the city prioritizes code en-
forcement cases by category. Immi-
nent health and safety hazards are
still top priority, followed by signifi-
cant violations requiring expert in-
spections, then quality-of-life viola-
tions and then neighborhood nui-
sances.

The division will continue to re-

main reactive and complaint-
based,with theonlyproactivecases
resulting from code officers spot-
ting egregious violationswhile trav-
eling to and fromcomplaint investi-
gations andenforcement actions.

Leslie Sennett, who leads the di-
vision for the Development Serv-
ices Department, said proactive
cases are rare because officers can’t
be sure that a resident or business
hasn’t secured a permit for some-
thing that appears tobe illegal.

“We never want to bother some-
one with something that’s not
founded,” Sennett said during a
phone interview lastweek.

Short-term, Sennett said the
city plans to temporarily suspend
investigation of low-level quality-of-

life complaints during the
COVID-19 pandemic. But the pan-
demic has not prompted any other
significant changes.

“There have been minimal im-
pacts, andthedivision is still receiv-
ing requests for investigations,” she
said. “Some staff is telecommuting
fromoff-site locations.”

Sennett said the biggest recent
change for the division is using Ac-
cela software to compile cases and
make themavailable online, so they
can be tracked by the person who
filed the complaint and the person
whoallegedly violated city code.

The shift to computers also has
allowed city officials to spot pat-
terns and find newways to conduct

CITY CODE TIPSTER APP ON THE WAY
Next step in modernizing
San Diego’s compliance
enforcement division
BY DAVID GARRICK
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Youtendto learnathing

or twoover thecourseof
nearly threedecades in
publicoffice.

One iswhenyoubecome
partof the leadershipofa
countygovernment that’s
on thebrinkofbankruptcy,
youmakedifficult choices,
stabilize thebudgetand
cautiouslybuildadeep
reserve toavoidgetting in
that situationagain.

That’swhatDianne
JacobandGregCoxdidwith
other long-serving,now-
formermembersof the
BoardofSupervisors, along
withsomecapable topad-
ministrators.

JacobandCox joinedthe
board in1993and1995,
respectively.Theyhave
enactedmanypolicies in the
years since,butnothing is
morecentral to their tenure
thantheir fiscal stew-
ardship.Thecountynow
hasa$6.2billionbudgetwith
more than$2billionset
aside in reserves.

ThatputsSanDiego
County inabetterposition
toconfront thecoronavirus
pandemic thanmany local
governments.

Itwasn’t easy togo from
near-bust toAAAcredit
rating,andtheir tightfisted
wayscertainlyweren’t
popularwitheveryone.
Criticsmaintainedcounty
employeeshavebeenshort-
changed,departments
understaffedandthat low-
incomeresidentswerenot
receivingenoughof the
services theyneed.

Shortlyafterhe took
office inJanuary1995,Cox
attendedaretreat todis-
cuss, amongother things,
thecounty’s sorry finances.
Themainproblemwasthe
county’s trashsystemand
particularlyan ill-fated
trash-to-energyplant.

Not longbefore,Coxhad
beenmayorofChulaVista,
whichhesaidcarriedrea-
sonable reserves.The
countybudgetat the time
was$2.2billion “andour
reservewas twoandahalf
milliondollars.”

Employeeshadn’t re-
ceivedageneralpay raise in
fiveyears,hesaid, andmany
county facilitieswere inneed
of repairor replacement.

“Iwaskindofawe-
struck,”hesaid lastweek. “. .
. Itwasaprettybleaksitua-
tion.”

Jacob,whohadbeen
chief of staff toaprevious
supervisor, ran for theboard

How decades
of prudence
positioned
county for this

MICHAEL
SMOLENS
Columnist
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JULIAN
Just once, Michael Hart and his bride of

17 years,MicheleHarvey, took a fewdays off
to stay at an innat JoshuaTree.

“Itwassortofourhoneymoonyearsafter
wegotmarried,”Hart, 67, said.

“Just once we took off three days in a
row,” Harvey said. “Those three days and
two nights were really all we could stand to
beaway.”

Sincethesummerof2004,HartandHar-
vey, 69, have been putting out the weekly
Julian News. The newspaper was estab-
lished in 1985 and had a handful of owners
before they purchased the business for
$200,000.

“He puts in 70 to 90 hours a week,” Har-
vey said of her husband. “Make that 65 to

70,” saidHart.
“I’ll bet its at least 80,” she said.
It’s a labor of love that pays the mort-

gage, Hart said, but not much else. They
print 2,000 copies each week. Several hun-
dred are purchased from boxes in town
while the rest are mailed to subscribers,
some of whom have second homes in the
areabutwant to keepupwith the town’s ac-
tivities. They have about 300 subscribers
rightnow, anumber that varies fromyear to
year and depends on how quickly readers
resubscribe annually.

“Probably the biggest question I get is,
are youhappydoing this,”Hart said. “Yeah!
It’s the closest thing to having a radio sta-
tion without being able to broadcast. It’s
community involved, which is what I love. I
don’t have topay attention to anything that

Michael Hart and his wife, Michele Harvey, who have run the Julian News in Julian since 2004, nestle in their tiny, cluttered office.
JOHN GIBBINS U-T PHOTOS

LABOR OF LOVE IS NEWS TO JULIAN
Michael Hart and Michele Harvey both found a voice and community service in publishing weekly newspaper
BY J. HARRY JONES
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Julian pride is exhibited onMichael Hart’s desk at
the Julian News office.

LAKESIDE
Nearly 340 acres of open space in

Lakeside’sElMonteValley isgoingtobe
putupforsaleandinterestedpartiesare
alreadyraisingtheirhands.

The five-memberboardof theHelix
WaterDistrictunanimously votedearli-
er thismonth tosell the landalongAsh-
woodStreet andWillowRoad, a lot it is
splitting into three separate parcels. It
purchased the land between 1926 and
1953.

Most of the property,more than 230
acres, is zoned for agricultural use, an
additional8acresareleasedtotheRiver
ValleyEquestrianCenter and the third
parcelcontainsabitmorethan100acres
of land zoned for either agriculture or
sandextraction.

Thepicturesque, ruralElMonteVal-
ley has been the site of lucrative sand
mining operations for decades. Mass
protests by residents in recent years
have stalled someplansby contractors
or developers to use the rich river bot-
tom area of the valley for sand mining
operations.

Sand is used to make concrete and
asphalt, among other things in home
building. According to the American
Geological Institute, a typical U.S.

house requires more than 100 tons of
sand, gravel and crushed stone for the
foundation, basement, garage and
driveway.

ElMonteValleyispopularwithhorse
enthusiasts andhikerswho traverse its
trails for recreation.Manyhavegoneup
against proposed sand mining op-
erators to fight topreservethe floraand
fauna in thearea.Theyhave raisedcon-
cerns about health issues that could
comeasa repercussionof themining—

from its effect on the region’s natural
aquifer to toxic particles wafting
throughtheair.

Asked by Helix Water Board mem-
berKathleenHedberg if thedistricthad
“100 percent certainty (that)we do not
needthisproperty,thatthereisnovalue
initforHelixWaterDistrict,”HelixGen-
eralManagerCarlosLugoandDirector
of Engineering Jim Tomasulo said the
district deemed it surplus and

WATER DISTRICT SELLING 360 ACRES
Couple hopes to buy portion
of land in El Monte Valley for
conservation, horse ranch

BY KAREN PEARLMAN

Lakeside’s W. Duane Pillsbury and his wife, Joan Embery, hope to
purchase property they now lease from the Helix Water District.

U-T
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The March 3 primary
election might seem like a
distantmemory with the re-
sults overwhelmed by the
coronavirus pandemic.

But the outcome of two
countywide measures deal-
ing with housing devel-
opment in the unincorpo-
rated county were a bit con-
fusing and left people won-
dering what will happen
moving forward.

Measure A, which would
have required countywide
public votes for most large
housing projects proposed
for the rural and semi-rural
parts of the county, lost on a
51 percent to 49 percent
vote.

It was a big victory for
the building industry and
related fields. Many feared
that hadMeasure A passed,
it likely would have ended
future projects from even
being proposed.

However, Measure B
failed by a wide margin. It

asked voters to affirm the
Board of Supervisors’ ap-
proval of the 2,135-home
Newland Sierra project in
North County. The measure
lost 58percent to 42percent,
despite proponents spend-
ing about $7 million. As has
been the case this past dec-
ade whenever voters have
been asked to decide the
fate of big housing projects,
they rejected the idea.

What happens now?
There are a couple wild
cards thatmake predictions
tough, experts say: the
COVID-19 economic quag-
mire and the fate of the
county’s Climate Action
Plan, which is still being liti-
gated.

“COVID-19 gave us an en-
tire newworld, so it’s impos-
sible to answer your ques-
tion except to offer specu-
lative thoughts,” said Borre
Winckel, the president and
CEO of the Building Associ-
ation of San Diego County
which, along with many of
its members, was a major
funding source of the No on
A campaign.

“The vote on A and B
might have been different if
it were held today,” he said.

DEFEAT OF 2 MEASURES
LEAVES FUTURE UNCLEAR
Experts say housing
battles to go back
to courtrooms
BY J. HARRY JONES
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FranklinD.RooseveltvisitedSanDiego105yearsago.Thenservingasassistantsecretary
of the Navy, he reviewed troops on parade at the Panama–California Exposition in Balboa
Parkand told reportersSanDiegowouldbecomeaNavyport.

From theEveningTribune,Monday,March 29, 1915:

NAVYDEPARTMENTTOBUILD
BIGBASEINSANDIEGO

ASSISTANTSECRETARYROOSEVELTANNOUNCESPLANFORDEPOTHERE

ByBertramHolmes
“SanDiego is designated by the navy de-

partment as an advance base for marines
similar to that at Guantanamo. A site is yet
tobe chosen.

“A naval supply base here, commanded
by a rear-admiral, and equipped with repair
shops, supply buildings, and barracks, but
without adrydock, is anecessity.The estab-
lishment of such a base here in the near fu-
ture is practically certain, although not yet
ordered.”

“The battleship fleet and auxiliaries,
coming to the Pacific in July, provided the
use of the Panama canal is advisable, will re-
main on the Pacific for six months, and one
of the four divisions of four ships eachwill be
in this port at all times. The entire fleet, if
weather permits, will stop here as its first
port of call, from four to six entering the har-

bor and the remainder anchoringoutside.
“Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels

is to comewith the fleet.”
“I shall behereagain inSeptemberorOc-

tober.”
Statements byFranklinD.Roosevelt, as-

sistantsecretaryof thenavy, inSanDiegoto-
day.

HOWTHENAVYSHOULDBEDISPOSED
“The American battleship fleet must be

kept in a unit,” Assistant Secretary of the
Navy Roosevelt said today. “If it is to be
maintained as a force superior to anything
which an enemy can send to either of this
country’s coasts. I realize the Pacific coast
has advocated keeping half of the fleet here,
but it is the purpose of the navy department
tokeepthebig ships togetherandhave them
all here for a largepart of the time.

An enemy, attacking either coast, would
send a force of at least two battleship divi-
sions and probably more, making the out-
comeof a battlewith one-half of our fleet un-
certain. If our ships lost the fight we would
nothave enough left tobeworth considering
in awar. It is better to have the entire fleet in
a big fight thatmay come, or to have the en-
tire fleet entirely out of it and ready to come
fromtheother coast in its full strength toan-
nihilate with absolute certainty its smaller
antagonist.

“This situation prevails in Europe’s war
now.WherevertheBritish fleet is,andIbelieve
it is off the Irish coast, it is waiting in one
tremendous body. No armada thatGermany
can send against England is equal to it. Sup-
posingGermanydoes sendanattacking force
to England and that 100,000 Germans are
landed there. I believe theEnglish fleet would
take its own time in coming to the rescue—
possibly forty-eight hours, and that when it
came it would crush the invaders and remove
aheavypercentageof theenemy’s strength.

“We can do the same way. If our fleet
meetsan invasion, itcandotheworkatonce;

if not, it cando it laterandstill guarantee the
victory.”

If there is anything that San Diego isn’t
going to get from the navy, other than a dry-
dock, it is something which the dictionaries
have overlooked.

I talked with Franklin D. Roosevelt, as-
sistant secretary of the navy, this morning
for an hour while he breakfasted in his room
at theU.S. Grant hotel andwhile he smoked
a cigarette afterward as a prelude to the
day’swork.

I could not gather that the ports of San
Francisco and Seattle are to get any more
thanSanDiegowill, otherthanmaintenance
and improvements for their existing dry-
docks and yards, and it is absolutely certain
that San Diego is to get a great deal more
than it ever had before and that it is to get
enough naval recognition tomake the other
bigPacific coastports sit upandtakenotice.

HISTORICAL PHOTOS AND ARTICLES FROM
THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE ARCHIVES ARE

COMPILED BY MERRIE MONTEAGUDO.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

IN 1915 A FUTURE PRESIDENT
CAME TO SAN DIEGO

During a news conference last Sunday,
county Supervisor Nathan Fletcher men-
tioned the physical and mental health of
residents during this time of crisis. He
suggested people get some exercise, con-
nect safely with others — and be careful
with media consumption.

Acknowledging the need to stay in-
formed, he suggested residents avoid too
much exposure tomedia— “inflammatory
sources of information, points being made
repeatedly, the random speculation and
rumor.”

He encouraged residents to use reli-
able sources of information (county web-
site, professional news media), and in a
conversation with the readers’ rep this
week, he said people should also take a
break from news. “Pick a window during
the day to watch the news, then it’s OK to
turn it off for a few hours,” he said.

I agree. Personally, I’m using the
Union-Tribune print and and online. I’m
avoiding 24-7 “news” channels, with wall-
to-wall speculation from correspondents,

commentators and so-called experts. (I
don’t need to keep hearing “the worst is
yet to come” or IF this horrible thing hap-
pens then that even worse thing COULD
happen.) And I’m being careful with so-
cial media.

Fletcher said his office has received
calls from residents reacting to rumors
they have seen on social media. He said
one person called because of reading on
Facebook that the coronavirus could be
spread through water. This is erroneous.

Speculation in the media can increase
the anxiety and depression many county
residents are feeling from the financial
worries and isolation enveloping the
county and the world, Fletcher said.

“We don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen,” he said. “There’s no point inworrying
about it.”

He added: “Live in the present, the
moment, that will make tomorrow bet-
ter.”

adrian.vore@sduniontribune.com

THE READERS’ REPRESENTATIVE: ADRIAN VORE

‘News’ anxiety in time of coronavirus
This novel coronavirus is cruel. To stay

healthy, to flatten the curveas they say,we’re
supposedtohide inside.Butevensafebehind
ourdoors,we can’t hide fromwhatCOVID-19
haswroughtonsociety.Everyoneneeds tobe
keenly aware ofwhat is happening, andwhat
isbeingdonetosave livelihoodsandlives.

With thecommunity’sneed-to-knowtopof
mind,TheSanDiegoUnion-Tribuneisoffering
free access at sandiegouniontribune.com to
some of its coronavirus coverage to all online
readers.

As news comes in, reporters from across
the newsroom write short items to add to a
running blog of local, breaking coronavirus
news. It’s free to all. So, too, is the daily news
recapIwrite.

Thatonline-only summary includesnota-
ble local news (and story links), which this
week included revelations that, as of Friday,
sixcountyresidentshaddied fromCOVID-19.
It also includesupdates onwhatmoves local
orstatejurisdictionsaretakingtoaddressthe
financial losses residents face as businesses
closeandjobsare lost.

Thedailypiecenotesdevelopmentsof im-
portance to everyone, like the unveiling of
phone lines staffed by nurses for locals who
feel symptomatic but don’t have a primary
doctor. (It’s available by calling 211between7
a.m.and8p.m.)

It alsohighlights someof theworkUnion-
Tribune reporters are doing — mostly from
home—to cover the region’s response. That
includes stories of viral clusters in communal
livingsitestolocalcompaniesthatmaybecre-
atingquick-turnaroundCOVID-19 tests, pro-
ducingmoreventilatorsorworkingtodevelop
avaccine.

The summarymight include charts track-
ingthenumberofresidentswhotestpositive.It
might have an embedded podcast interview
withaU-Treporteronlocalcoronavirusstories.
Despitetheoftenheavynews,Itrytoendthere-
caponalightnote,anodtogoodworks likethe
trumpet symphonyamusic teacherpulled to-
gether after 40 of his students recorded them-
selvesplaying.

teri.figueroa@sduniontribune.com

CORONAVIRUS: TERI FIGUEROA

Behind the U-T’s daily virus summary

Acompany that operates gunshot detec-
tion systems in about 100 cities across the
UnitedStates announced lastweek thatSan
Diego saw the largest reductionof gunfire in-
cidentsbetween2018and2019.

According todata fromShotSpotter, gun-
fire incidentsweredown17percent inSanDi-
egolastyearcomparedtothepreviousyear.

ASanDiego police spokesman onFriday
couldnot immediatelyconfirmShotSpotter’s
findings.

The Police Department began using
ShotSpotter technology in2016onatrialbasis
andhascontinuedusing it since then.Records
show the department pays ShotSpotter
$235,300peryear touse its technology. It isde-
ployed in a 3.5-mile area in southeastern San
Diego,includingpartsofValenciaPark,Skyline,
O’FarrellandLincolnPark.

SanDiegoalsohadthe lowestgunfire inci-
dents per capita of the largest metropolitan
areaswhereShotSpotter technology is used,
accordingtoSamKlepper,ShotSpotter’ssen-
ior vice president of marking and product
strategy.

“This is impressive for the SanDiego Po-
liceDepartment and the entire community,”
KleppersaidinaphoneinterviewFriday,add-
ing thatSanDiego’sPoliceDepartment is an
“exemplary user” of the gunshot detection
technology, which is also used in New York,
Baltimore,Chicago, SanFranciscoandOak-
land,amongmanyothercities.

ShotSpotter ismadeupofaseriesofaudio
sensors thatpickupnoises loudenoughtobe
gunshots.Oncedetected, thesound issent to
a reviewcenterwherea specialist determines
if itwasor likelywasgunfire.

Informationaboutthesystemalertor“ac-
tivation”—includingwhere ithappened,how
manyshotswere firedandwhether therewas
more than one shooter— is then sent to offi-
cers inthefield.

According to Klepper, 80 percent of all
gunshot incidents gounreportedby commu-
nitymembers.ThepurposeofShotSpotter is
to quickly report gunfire — the company
guarantees it can identify and report gunfire
inunder aminute, but says it averages closer
to30seconds—soofficerscanrespond.

PUBLIC SAFETY: ALEX RIGGINS

Drop in gunfire incidents reported

NOTEBOOKS
From Union-Tribune reporting staff

We’veseen
thisbefore.A
crisis, anemer-
gency,panicand
fear that leadto
deplorableacts
ofbigotry, rac-
ism,xenophobia.

We like tobelieveourselves tobea
country that is somehowabove
thiskindofviolenceandharm,
when inreality, theyarepartof the
foundationof thisnation.Wehave
exampleafterexampleofwhat
happenswhenweallow irrational
fearsofothergroupsofpeople to
directourbehaviors:Weattempt
to justifyactsof enslavement,
internment,other formsofphys-
ical andemotional violence, exclu-
sionandmore.

With thenumberofnewcasesof
thenovel coronaviruscontinuing
togrow,alongwith thevirus’death
toll, that samepanicand fearhave
onceagainmanifested inactsof
racismagainstpeopleofEast
Asiandescent.Wehaveawell-
documentedhistoryof subjecting
people in theAsiancommunity to
thiskindofviolenceandmistreat-
ment, fromtheChineseExclusion
Actof 1882 toExecutiveOrder9066
duringWorldWar II.

NellieTran isanassociate
professorof counselingandschool
psychologyatSanDiegoState
University,whoalsoservesasvice

presidentof theAsianAmerican
PsychologicalAssociation.Her
research is centeredaroundsubtle
formsofdiscrimination(likemi-
croagressions) tied to issuesof
raceandgender ineducation,
counselingand in theworkplace.
Shetooksometimetodiscuss the
current increase in racismagainst
Asianpeopleasaresultof
COVID-19, andhowpeople’s fears
shouldberedirectedtowardstop-
ping thespreadof thevirusby
following therecommendationsof
publichealthofficials, rather than
scapegoatingentiregroupsof
people. (Thisemail interviewhas
beenedited for lengthandclarity.)

Q:Despiteguidelines fromthe
WorldHealthOrganization

thatstronglyencourageavoiding
theuseof languageandphrases for
infectiousdiseases thatwould
cause “offence toanycultural,
social, national, regional,profes-
sional, or ethnicgroups,”Presi-
dentDonaldTrumphasrepeat-
edly referredto thecurrentnovel
coronavirus (COVID-19)as “the
Chinesevirus,” saying that the
termis “accurate”because the
viruswas first identified inChina.
Why ishis languagebeingconsid-
eredracist, rather thanaccurate?

A:Thereareseveral reasons
whycallingCOVID-19 the

“Chinesevirus” is inaccurate.

COVID-19doesnotdiscriminate
onwho it infects.Chinadoesnot
ownthevirus,norhaveanycontrol
onhowandwhere it spreads.Chi-
nesepeoplearenotdisproportion-
ately impactedbythevirus,norare
theyanymoreor lessacarrierof
thevirus thananyotherhumanon
thisplanet.Consequently, the
Chinesevirus is inaccurateand
intentionallymisleading. Itdoesn’t
provideuswithanyadditional
informationabout thevirus.

Whatmakes this slangnaming
racist is that itperpetuatesstereo-
typesand imagesofChineseand
otherAsianpeoplesasdirty,dis-
eased, foreign,andultimately “not
oneofus.” It shouldmakeusques-
tionwho isbeingconsidered
“good”or “bad”andwhobenefits
fromthis idea. Inasituationwhere
peoplemay feel like they’ve lost
control, it sometimes feelsgoodto
findblameor fault inothers.How-
ever, inaccuratelyblamingacoun-
tryorapopulationofpeople
doesn’tprovideuswith theprotec-
tionorcontrol thatweactually
seek.Worsestill is that it encour-
ages inaccurateandprejudicial
fearsaimedtowardsanalready
marginalizedsegmentof theU.S.
population.This is especially true
whengovernmentofficialsand
others inpositionsofpowerand
authorityusebiasedterminology.
It canbeseenasgrantingpermis-

sion for thegeneralpopulationto
actontheir racist ideasagainst
AsianAmericans.

Q:Canyoutalkabitabout the
historywehaveofattaching

bigotry to largerpublic emergen-
cies, andwhathappenedwhen
peopleoperatedoutof fear rather
than fact?

A:Racismisubiquitouswithin
U.S.history, especiallywhen

Americansaremostscaredand
looking foraquicksolutionto
conjurea feelingofprotectionand
safety.After thebombingofPearl
HarborduringWWII, anti-Japa-
nesesentimentsand fears resulted
in thediscriminationandracist
detentionof120,000Japanese
Americans.

Around illnesses,Americans
havenotoriouslyassociated ill-
nesses toentirecountriesand
populationsofpeopleoutof fear.
Thesehave includedAfricans
aroundtheEbolaoutbreak, the
LGBTcommunityaroundHIV/
AIDS,AsiansaroundSARS,
H1N1,MERS,andavian influenza
(H5N1). ...After9/11, anxietyand
fearswerehigh,and it resulted in
discriminationandracismpointed
atMuslimAmericansandeven
SikhAmericans.Similar typesof
xenophobiaandracismcanbe
seenwhentheeconomy isn’tdoing
well andemployment ratesare

high, rightnowaroundundocu-
mented immigrantsandasylum
seekers, especially thoseofLatinx
descent.

Q:What lessonsshouldwe
have learned fromthepast?

Andwhat lessonscanwe learn
now?

A: These tacticsaredivisive.
Theydonotbenefit the

averageAmerican.Theyactually
createa false senseof controland
safety, therebypreventing the
individual fromdoing thevery
things thatwouldallowthemtobe
incontrolandbesafe.Weneedto
dealwith the real issuesandemo-
tions that thisglobalpandemic
hasbroughtup forus, rather than
allowingmarginalized fellowciti-
zens tobescapegoatedyetagain.
It’snotenoughto fearbeing tou-
chedbyanAsianAmericancol-
league, youshould fear it fromall of
yourcolleagues.Socialdistancing
is important forall ofus.Noone
hasmagical immunity from
COVID-19,nordoesanyoneneces-
sarilyhavespecialpowers to
spread it.Weneedtoworktogether
andthinkabout thebroader im-
pactofouractionsonourwhole
society tomake it throughthis
pandemic.

lisa.deaderick@sduniontribune.com

LISA DEADERICK Columnist

Using fear as an excuse for racism during times of crisis

Agencies throughout the county are
offering food assistance. Here are
some of them:

Kitchens for Good will be opening a
grab-and-go meal kiosk starting
Monday at its kitchen to serve resi-
dents in need in Southeastern San
Diego. Kitchens for Good will distribute
frozen meals and fresh produce
through the kiosk from 9 a.m.-noon
Monday, Wednesday and Friday to
community members and alumni of its
culinary program. Social distancing
will be practiced, and drive-thru
pick-up will be available. The kiosk is
next to the parking lot at the Jacobs
Center for Neighborhood Innovation,
404 Euclid Ave., San Diego. Visit
kitchensforgood.org.

Feeding San Diego will launch a
weekly drive-thru food distribution in
Ramona. First Congregational Church
of Ramona (404 Eighth St.) will host
the distribution at 1:30 p.m. every
Friday. Feeding San Diego is increasing
the food supplied at its 10 Feeding
East County rural mobile pantry
distributions, and it is adding two

special distributions on Monday in
Campo (Mountain Health & Communi-
ty Services, noon to 1 p.m., 976
Sheridan Road) and Jacumba (9 to 10
a.m., 44600 Old Highway 80) to meet
rising demand. The organization will
continue to increase the supply as
needed to meet the need in the
county’s mountain and desert regions
during the coronavirus pandemic.

The San Diego Food Bank is providing
food to 500 nonprofits countywide with
feeding programs, and distributes food
through 200 direct monthly food
distributions throughout the county. Call
(866) 350-FOOD (3663) from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays to find a site near you.

Feeding San Diego has created a map
of food distribution locations around
the county. Text “food” or “comida” to
877-877 to find the nearest site, or call
211 to talk to a resource specialist.
Email info@feedingsandiego.org or call
(858) 452-3663.

COVID-19 Emergency Food Distribution
Sites: Find listings of emergency food
distributions at feedingsandiego.org/

coronavirus.

Serving Seniors: Free meals from the
nonprofit Serving Seniors are available
to anyone ages 60 and older, regard-
less of income. If you are a senior in
need, or know of one, you can sign up
to receive meals by calling (619)
235-6572 and selecting Option One, or
reaching out via email at meals@serv-
ingseniors.org. Recipients have the
option of donating for meals, but
nobody is turned away if they don't
have the means to do so.

The Muslim Leadership Council of
San Diego (mlcsd.org), an umbrella
organization representing over 25
Muslim organizations based in San
Diego, offers a free meal program for
San Diegans affected by the COVID-19
crisis. The program will run from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily through Tuesday
and will include free delivery for
healthcare workers, seniors and those
without transportation. The initial
program is being sponsored by MLC
with two local restaurants, Tikka
Lounge and Charminar. Sign up at
tinyurl.com/ulbr2pa. To volunteer or to
sponsor meals, contact the Muslim
Leadership Council of San Diego at
info@mlcsd.org.

laura.groch@sduniontribune.com
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CARDIFF
Library Friends group
offers scholarships

The Friends of the
Cardiff-by-the-Sea Library
is offering four $1,500 schol-
arships to graduating high
school seniors in ZIP codes
92007 or 92024 who have a
valid San Diego County Li-
brary card. The application
packetmustbe receivedby4
p.m. May 1. Applications
and information on how to
apply are at friendscardiffli-
brary.org/scholarship.

DEL MAR
Goodguys car show
rescheduled for fall

The Goodguys 20th
Meguiar’s Del Mar Nation-
als, originally scheduled for
April 3-5 at theDelMarFair-
grounds has been post-
poned and rescheduled for
October 2-4, based on the
mandated “shelter in place”
being implemented in Cali-
fornia. Visit good-guys.com.

ENCINITAS
Blood drive slated
at Office Depot

Office Depot will host a
Mobile BloodDrive with the
SanDiego Blood Bank from
11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 7 at
1018N.ElCaminoReal in the
parking lot. Donorsmust be
17 and older, weigh at least
114 pounds and be in good
health. Call (800) 469-7322
or visit sandiegoblood-
bank.org.

ESCONDIDO
Children’s art show
in April postponed

TheEscondidoArt Asso-
ciation has closed its Artists
Gallery at 121W.GrandAve.
until further notice. The
Kids Kaleidoscope show
scheduled forApril has been
postponed. Student art-
work submitted for the 2020
Art Scholarship competi-
tion will remain in the Art-
ists Gallery. If needed, the
art may be picked up by ar-
ranging with Byron Marler,
at email address mar-
lers1@gmail.com.

NORTH COUNTY
Goodwill not accepting
at-door donations

Goodwill San Diego is
asking community mem-
bers to save their donations
until the nonprofit reopens.
Donations cannot be left at
thetemporarilyclosedclear-
ance centers, donation cen-
ters, retail stores and com-
munity employment cen-
ters. Shopping is available
online at shopgoodwill.com/
Listings/Seller/12. Visit sd-
goodwill.org/#donate-today
for other ways to give to
Goodwill SanDiego.

Nonprofit offers nature
programs for home

Although the San Die-
guito River Valley Conser-

vancy's programs are post-
poned due to COVID-19, the
nonprofit wants to keep the
public in touch with nature

and has developed an online
resourcedocument.Thefree
document includes several
age-appropriate links so

each family member can
continue to learn, explore,
and have fun from the com-
fort of their home or sur-

rounding neighborhood.
Visit sdrvc.org/03-23-
2020onlineeducationre-
sources.pdf.

OCEANSIDE
Donation Weeks set
for April postponed

Waste Management is
taking steps to protect the
health and safety of its em-
ployees and customers.
Oceanside DonationWeeks,
which was slated for early
April, has been postponed
until further notice. Visit
home.wm.com/oceanside.

Food offered to
veterans April 10

The American Legion
Post 760 and Veterans Asso-
ciationofNorthCountyplan
tohave fresh fruits andvege-
tables and canned goods
and sundries available from
1 to 2 p.m. April 10 to help
veterans during the
COVID-19 outbreak. The
food will be distributed via a
drive-thru (6-foot social dis-
tancing) or in some cases
the foodwill be put into your
trunk. Bring your ownboxes
or bags (none supplied). If
diapers are needed, specify
size. RSVP required at
rick@vanc.me with the
number of people in your
family.

RANCHO BERNARDO
Community church
offers online services

Rancho Bernardo Com-
munity Presbyterian
Church is now providing live
worship viewing at 10 a.m.
Sundays.The video link is at
facebook.com/rbcpc. Visit
rbcommunity.org.

RANCHO SANTA FE
Village Church has
international following

The Village Church,
which works with churches
in 25 different countries
through its mission part-
ners, offers Sunday services
online thathavedrawnavir-
tual attendance of folks
around the world. Sunday
services are released on
Facebook and the church
website, villagechurch.org,
by 10 p.m. Saturday night.
OnlineHolyWeek festivities
are slated starting April 5
with Palm Sunday, followed
byaMaundyThursdayserv-
ice with the Lord’s Supper
and Service of Darkness on
April 9 and Easter on April
12. Visit villagechurch.org or
call (858) 756-2441.

SAN MARCOS
Free online palliative
care courses offered

TheCalifornia State Uni-
versity Shiley Institute for
Palliative Care is offering 20
free online palliative care
courses and resources to
support health care clini-
cians on the frontlines of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The 20
courses cover critical skills
to best care for patients and
families affected by the co-
ronavirus crisis. Topics in-
clude clinician communica-
tion, advance care planning.
Visit csupalliativecare.org
or call (760) 750-4006.

VALLEY CENTER
Museum offers info
online, by phone

The Valley Center His-
tory Museum, which has
closed indefinitelyduetothe
coronavirus crisis, contin-
ues to provide local histori-
cal data to researchers, stu-
dents and families seeking
ancestral datawhomake in-
quiries via email or tele-
phone. A volunteer is on-site
to research data and re-
spond. The April tour of his-
toric Rancho Guejito, open
to members of the museum
and Historical Society, may
be rescheduled for fall. To
contact the museum, email
museum@vchistory.org or
call (760) 749-2993. Museum
staff isalsoavailablebyvisit-
ing vchistory.org and click-
ing the contact button.

VISTA
Alta Vista Botanical
Gardens open for walks

The Earth Day Festival
at Alta Vista Botanical Gar-
dens scheduled for April 25
has been canceled. The gar-
dens are open for walks with
social distancing of 6 feet.
The gardens’ Fall Fun Festi-
val is slated for Oct. 10. Visit
altavistagardens.org.

LINDAMCINTOSH • U-T

To submit photos of events that have
happened recently, please email
northcounty@sduniontribune.com.
Include the names of those in the
photo from left to right.

ENCINITAS Passion 4 K.I.D.S. charity receives $1,000

Passion 4 K.I.D.S. charity founders Linda and Charles Van Kessler (far right) received a $1,000 donation from
Johan Engman, owner of Breakfast Republic in San Diego. Sophie Felix was the winner of the restaurant’s
#BRGivesBack campaign and nominated Passion 4 K.I.D.S., an Encinitas nonprofit that supports many San
Diego County children in need. Visit passion4kids.org.

CITY COUNCILS
CARLSBAD
The Carlsbad City Council met via
teleconference Tuesday evening and
approved its 2019 Housing Element
Annual Progress Report. The council
also agreed to form an ad hoc commit-
tee with the Carlsbad Chamber of
Commerce and the Carlsbad Village
Association to consider economic
stimulus for the community’s busi-
nesses. Peter Merz was appointed to
the Planning Commission.

DEL MAR
The Del Mar City Council canceled its
meeting scheduled for March 23.

ENCINITAS

The Encinitas City Council canceled its
meeting scheduled for March 25.

ESCONDIDO
The Escondido City Council met
Wednesday via teleconference to hold a
hearing and approve new priorities for
the 2020-2024 five-year consolidated
plan for Community Development
Block Grant funds, HOME Investment
Partnership funds, and Emergency
Solutions Grant funds. The council

decided to conduct an application/
interview process and appoint a council
member from District 2 by May 8,
rather than hold a special election.
Deadline is 5 p.m. April 15 to submit
applications to the Escondido City
Clerk. The council will interview
applicants at a special meeting on April
22. The council also voted to extend the
terms of all incumbents on the Library
Board, Planning Commission, Public
Art Commission, Building Appeals and
Advisory Commission, Historic Preser-
vation Commission and the Transporta-
tion and Community Safety Commis-
sion until June 29. Their terms were set
to expire on March 31.

OCEANSIDE
The Oceanside City Council met in
closed session via teleconference
Wednesday to discuss labor negotia-
tions. In regular session, the council
reviewed its second-quarter financial
report, heard a report on the status of
the COVID-19 emergency, and voted to
give extra financial support to expand
meal programs to anyone in need. The
council decided to submit an ordinance
on North River Farms to voters in the
Nov. 3 election as the result of a
petition for a referendum. A hearing
was held and the council approved the
2020-21 annual and 2020-2025
five-year Public Housing Agency Plan.

Hearings were continued on the draft
2020-2025 consolidated plan for
Housing and Community Development
and on permits for a non-storefront
medical cannabis delivery facility at
2935 San Luis Rey Road. A discussion
of actions needed for the development
of an affordable housing project on
Greenbrier Drive and Apple Street was
continued. An ordinance to change
zoning for Sandpiper Villa, a 94-bed
assisted-living facility for the elderly at
Dixie and Grace streets, was approved.
The council also met in special session
on Thursday and approved a two-
month ban on residential and commer-
cial evictions. Mayor Peter Weiss called
for the meeting after the governor’s
executive order that authorizes local
governments to pause evictions for
renters through May 31.

SAN MARCOS
The San Marcos City Council met via
teleconference Tuesday and approved
an ordinance enacting a temporary
moratorium on evictions for residential
and commercial tenants for nonpay-
ment of rent because of COVID-19. The
council also approved a resolution
establishing a COVID-19 Business
Sustainability Program. The program
will set aside up to $3 million of the
city’s general fund reserves for a
short-term business loan program.

SOLANA BEACH
The Solana Beach City Council canceled
its meeting scheduled for March 25.

VISTA
The Vista City Council met via telecon-
ference on Tuesday. Council members
heard a presentation on how staff is
continuing to provide services to the
community during the COVID-19 crisis.
The city is tracking COVID-19-related
expenses in the hope of reimbursement
from the state or federal government.
Residents are also encouraged to visit
downtownvista.org/takeout to patronize
businesses that are open.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
DEL MAR
The Del Mar Union School District
board canceled its meeting scheduled
for March 25.

FALLBROOK
The Fallbrook Union High School
District board met Monday via telecon-
ference in closed session to discuss
litigation and personnel. In regular
session, the board approved an
emergency declaration for the district,
which allows the superintendent to
immediately respond to safety con-
cerns. The board also reviewed opening
contract proposals to and from the

Fallbrook High School Teachers
Association.

SOLANA BEACH
The Solana Beach School District
board met in special session Thursday
and approved a declaration of emer-
gency to allow the superintendent to
respond immediately to situations.

VALLECITOS
The Vallecitos School District board
met Tuesday and approved a provi-
sional appointment as the process to
fill a vacant board seat. Applications
are requested from the community and
are available at vallecitossd.net; they
are due at 3 p.m. April 8. They can be
emailed to mkoeppen@val-
lecitossd.net, mailed to the office at
5211 Fifth St., Rainbow, CA 92028, or
faxed to (760) 728-7712.

VISTA
The Vista Unified School District board
held a special meeting Thursday and
approved an extension to school
closures. The district had planned to
reopen schools April 6, but instead
voted to extend the school closings
“until further notice with reopening
pending positive health and safety
reports from the state and county
authorities.”

laura.groch@sduniontribune.com

RESULTS

CITY COUNCILS
CARLSBAD
Carlsbad is seeking resident volunteers
to fill several commission and commit-
tee vacancies. Find applications at
carlsbadca.gov.

DEL MAR
The 22nd District Agricultural Association
is polling people on their experiences at
the Del Mar Fairgrounds as it prepares a
strategic plan for the property. Complete
the questionnaire at bit.ly/2F6fE86.

ENCINITAS
The Encinitas City Council has can-
celed its meeting scheduled for April 8.

ESCONDIDO
The Escondido City Council will not meet
on Wednesday as regularly scheduled.

OCEANSIDE
The Oceanside City Council is sched-
uled to meet at 2 p.m. Wednesday in
council chambers, 300 N. Coast
Highway, to interview candidates for the
Planning Commission.

laura.groch@sduniontribune.com

AGENDAS

NORTH COUNTY Assistance League provides new clothes, shoes for students

The Assistance League of Inland North County provided clothes and shoes for
2,330 students in grades K-12 this school year. Operation School Bell serves stu-
dents in need from schools in Escondido, Fallbrook, Poway, Ramona, SanMar-
cos, Valley Center, Vista and Warner Springs. Students get to shop at Kohl’s for
new clothing and shoes, which is intended to boost their self confidence and
school attendance. Each school district identifies students in need from the free
and reduced lunch program. Students in grades K-1 receive $100, grades 2-5 get
$125 and grades 6-12, $150. More than 60 Assistance League members volunteer to
be personal shoppers, helping families find bargains and appropriate sizes for
each child. From left: Assistance League volunteers (before social-distancing
restrictions) Nancy Endress, Ellen Oddone and Judy Davis, chairman of Opera-
tion School Bell. Visit assistanceleague.org/inland-north-county.

Agencies throughout the county are
offering food assistance. Here are some
of them:

Feeding San Diego will launch a weekly
drive-thru food distribution in Ramona.
First Congregational Church of Ramona
(404 Eighth St.) will host the distribution
at 1:30 p.m. every Friday. Feeding San
Diego is increasing the food supplied at
its 10 Feeding East County rural mobile
pantry distributions

The San Diego Food Bank is providing
food to 500 nonprofits countywide with
feeding programs, and distributes food
through 200 direct monthly food
distributions throughout the county.
Call (866) 350-FOOD (3663) from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays to find a site
near you.

Feeding San Diego has created a map
of food distribution locations around
the county. Text “food” or “comida” to
877-877 to find the nearest site, or call
211 to talk to a resource specialist.
Email info@feedingsandiego.org or call

(858) 452-3663.

Feeding San Diego food distribution
sites in Escondido include:

• Escondido Community Child Devel-
opment Center, 819 W. Ninth Ave., 6:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday, (760) 839-9361.

• Foundry Food Pantry, 120 N. Ash St.,
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday;
4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, (442) 777-2081.

• Interfaith Community Services, 550
W. Washington Ave., Suite B., every
second and fourth Tuesday and Friday,
(760) 489-6380.

• Ruth Anointed World Ministries
Escondido, 777 W. Felicita Ave., 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Friday, 10 to 11 a.m.
Saturday, (760) 580-0835.

• Salvation Army Escondido, 1301 Las
Villas Way, 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday, (760) 745-8616.

COVID-19 Emergency Food Distribu-
tion Sites: Find listings of emergency

food distributions at feed-
ingsandiego.org/coronavirus:

• North Inland: Community Food
Connection at Trinity Church, 14047
Twin Peaks Road, Poway; open 3 to 6
p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday. In
need of donations and drivers. Call
(858) 751-4613, email tcfconnec-
tion@gmail.com.

• North Coastal: Brother Benno
Foundation, 3260 Production Ave.,
Oceanside; sack lunch distribution
from 6:30 to 10 a.m. Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to noon Saturday. Food
box/food bag distribution to guests
from 6:30 to 11 a.m. Monday through
Friday, and 10 a.m. to noon Saturday.
Thursday-only drive-thru food bag
distribution (in partnership with
Feeding San Diego) from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Call (760) 439-1244.

Serving Seniors: Free meals from the
nonprofit Serving Seniors are available
to anyone ages 60 and older, regardless
of income. Call (619) 235-6572 or email
meals@servingseniors.org.

laura.groch@sduniontribune.com
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Animal: Queenie, 1-year-old,
9-pound female domestic
shorthair cat with a brown
tabby coat.

Where: Rancho Coastal Hu-
mane Society, 389 Requeza
St., Encinitas.

Rancho Coastal Humane
Society is temporarily closed
because of COVID-19, but it is
still taking care of the pets at
the shelter and in foster care.
When the shelter reopens, all
of these pets will need homes.
For now, families can visit the
shelter’s website, see the
available pets, and download
their adoption applications for
dogs, cats and rabbits. The
Adoptions, Humane Educa-

tion, and Pet Assisted Therapy
programs are temporarily
suspended. The RCHS Thrift
Shop in Cardiff is also tempo-
rarily closed. The RCHS Com-
munity Pet Food Bank contin-
ues to operate on a regular
schedule and the Animal
Safehouse Program continues

to serve as a safety net for the
pets of domestic violence
victims, seniors, veterans,
active-duty military and fam-
ilies in crisis.

Adoption fee: $100, including
microchip registration. Adop-
tion fee includes spay/neuter
and up-to-date vaccinations.

Profile: Queenie loves to sit
and watch over everything in
sight. She’s not afraid to meow
when it’s time for you to
scratch her ear.

More information: (760)
753-6413 or sdpets.org.

Note: This pet might have
been adopted before publica-
tion.

linda.mcintosh@sduniontribune.com

PET OF THE WEEK


